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What is the USGS Cr(VI) Background Study? 

Â The USGS Cr(VI) Background Study will determine the natural 

Cr(VI) levels in groundwater in the Hinkley Valley 

Â The Study will determine the differences between natural and 

man-made Cr(VI) at specific locations 

Â Below is a timeline of the BGS 
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Why is the USGS BGS Study Important? 

ÂThe BGS Study is important because it will 

establish background chromium levels in 

groundwater 

ÂThe Water Board will decide on how to use the 

BGS results for the groundwater cleanup 

program   

ÂThese background chromium levels may effect 

ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 

Remedial Targets 
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How Do Metals Naturally Migrate Into 
Groundwater? 
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How do metals migrate into groundwater? 

Precipitation 

Rainfall, which infiltrates the ground, 
can leach metals from soil 

Water with leached metals migrates 
vertically into groundwater 

Metals move with 
groundwater flow 

Metals can be detected in 
groundwater wells 

Native rock and soils contain 
metals. Metals leach from soils 
and rock into groundwater.  


